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The Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors of Hunting Retriever Club, Inc. was held on Saturday, June 12, 1999 at the Holiday Inn Express in Memphis, Tennessee.

I.  CALL TO ORDER: HRC President, Pete Stritzinger, called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M.  He explained the Agenda of the Meeting and requested that any proposals to be presented under New Business be given to the Secretary in writing, during the break in order for them to be scheduled and recorded for the Minutes.  
He read the Guidelines for the National Meeting as printed in the official program.  (Copy attached to original Minutes.)  Bob Brundrett, Colorado River HRC, was introduced as Parliamentarian of the Meeting.


Introductions were made of the Executive Committee Members: Vice President, Glenn J. Stelly; Secretary, Claudene C. Christopher; and Treasurer, Diana Peacock; Field Representatives: Phillip Freeman, Region 4; Bobby Williams, Region 5; Michael Salzman, Region 6; Paul Ramponi, Region 7; Michael Witt, Region 8; W. H. (Bill) Rath, Region 9; Janet Kimbrough, Region 11 and Dale Flenthrope, Region 12; and Michelle O'Malley-Morgan, Manager, United Kennel Club Field Operations.

II.  ROLL CALL: Secretary Christopher called the roll and reported that of the 92 Eligible Votes; 31 were represented by Board Members; 18 by Elected Board Members, 13 by Proxy and 4 by the Executive Committee Officers for a total of 66 votes.  She announced a quorum present (61 for 2/3 majority) and a simple majority vote required.  (The Official Roll Call is attached to the original Minutes.) 
III.  READING & APPROVAL OF 1998 MINUTES OF MEETING: Copies of the 1998 Annual Meeting Minutes were distributed to the Delegates. After a short recess to allow the Delegates to review the Minutes, President Stritzinger asked for any corrections or additions.  There being none, Michael Witt moved to approve the Minutes as written.  Phillip Freeman, seconded the motion, which carried.

IV. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:
A) AUDIT COMMITTEE - Lora Neans, Chairman of the 1999 Audit Committee reported:


“The Audit Committee, consisting of Lora Neans, Jim Reichman & Rob Lewis, members in good standing with Hunting Retriever Club, Inc., were appointed by HRC President, Pete Stritzinger, for the purpose of auditing the books and accounts of the Treasurer prior to the Annual Meeting of June 12, 1999, and jointly make the following statement regarding their findings.


We have reviewed specific and general income and expense transactions for the fiscal year ending 5/31/99 and it is our opinion that all entries, accounts and other documentation are appropriate and correct as stated.”


Signed by Lora Neans, James Reichman & Robert Lewis dated June 11, 1999.  The original report is attached to the original minutes.  Lora Neans moved to accept the Audit Committee Report.  Larry Larson seconded the motion that carried unanimously.

B) TREASURER: Treasurer, Diana Peacock distributed complete financial information reports. HRC Foundation, Inc. has a balance of $26,446.28.  The Foundation is a completely separate account from HRC, Inc.  All Memorial / Honor Program funds go to the Foundation.  HRC, Inc. Liabilities and Equity as of 5/31/99 are $55,048.66.  Two CD’s total $24,095.55.  Total Liabilities and Equity of HRC, Inc. and HRC Foundation, Inc. is $108,840.49.  Copies of the Reports are attached to the original minutes.  Treasurer Peacock additionally reviewed a statistical report of retrievers entered in licensed hunts by region and the percentages of retrievers passing each category.  There was an increase of dogs run over the previous year of 1,822 (11.48%).   Treasurer Peacock provided answers to various questions.    A copy of the Treasurer's Report is attached to the original minutes.


Michael Witt moved acceptance of the Treasurer's Report.  Larry Larson seconded the motion that carried unanimously.

C) HRC FOUNDATION, INC. - President, Roger O. Davis, reported the Board of Directors of the HRC Foundation, Inc. met on Friday, June 11, 1999.   The financial report of the Foundation reflects a $5,000 (20%) increase in the value of the Foundation after issuing one research grant and four scholarships in 1998.  The increase is expected to continue based on potential corporate contributors and the tremendous growth of the Memorial Program.  President Davis stated that this would be his last year to serve as President.   The new Executive Committee will appoint new Officers.  Scholarships are increased for 1999 to 5 $1,000 scholarships and extended the deadline for applicants to May 10.   21 qualified applicants were received this year.  He announced a grant of $1,500 be awarded to Louisiana State University, Companion Animal Fund in Baton Rouge, LA.   The presentation of the grant check will be made by the HRC President, President of Amite River HRC & the Region 10 Field Representative.   The Board has authorized 5 $1,500 scholarships for 2000.   The Board has authorized that any applicants who win are eligible to apply in subsequent years.

President Davis read the names of the 21 qualified applicants.  The drawings were held and the five recipients of the 1999 $1,000 scholarships are: Tracy Boies, Pueblo, Colorado; Deanne Calloway, Vicksburg, Mississippi; Melissa Ann Giovannello, Cabot, Arkansas; Jonathan McMahan, Covington, Tennessee; and Shannon Smith, Livonia, Michigan. 

D) GRAND HUNT COMMITTEE - Ernie Istre, Grand Hunt Committee member, thanked Secretary Christopher for her assistance and the Grand Hunt Committee members, Don Bryant, Dan Hutchinson & Chairman John Klomp.  He reported on the 1998 Spring Grand in Clinton, Ontario Canada.   The Judges were Dennis Rosenbach, Bruce Shoup, Mike McElroy & Tim Gibson.  He announced each of the 23 dogs that passed with 7 new Grand Champions.

Brian Lusson, Dennis Rosenbach, Mark Hundley & Don Bryant judged the 1998 Fall Grand in Illinois.  He announced the 20 retrievers that passed with 5 new Grand Champions.  The Illinois Grand had the most number of female handlers and had the first amateur lady handler to pass a Grand Hunt - Lora Neans of Austin, TX.

The 1999 Texas Spring Grand was the largest Grand ever.   He announced the 41 retrievers that passed with 9 new Grand Champions.  The Judges were A. Ray Sims, Guy Reith, Marty Davis & Don Bryant.

E) NATIONAL SPONSORS COMMITTEE - C. Michael Davis, Chairman, reported that President Stritzinger and Vice President Stelly are negotiating a sponsorship contract with Mossy Oak / Haas Outdoors.  A formal contract of sponsorship with Tri Tronics is also being negotiated with this long time supporter.  Sparletts may be withdrawing as a sponsor.  Remington is going to be approached as a potential Sponsor.  He thanked Roger Davis and the Foundation for their good work as it directly influences the credibility of the organization.

President Stritzinger reported that the preliminary contract for sponsorship with Mossy Oak includes a 15% discount off of Mossy Oak products to HRC members, Mossy Oak will provide HRC Clubs blind material at cost and some additional benefits to be announced later.  Discussion was heard regarding the Kent poppers program.  Order forms will be prepared as soon as possible and forward to the Clubs.  It is hoped the program can be instituted before the Fall Hunts.

F) NEW CLUB COMMITTEE - Rod Smith, Chairman, reported 32 New Club Packages were sent since 6/98.

AL /2; AR/2; British Columbia/2; CA/5; IA/
1; ID/2; KS/1; LA/2; Manatoba/1; MI/2; MS/2; NM/1; NC/2; Ont/1; TN/1; TX/1; VA/3 and WA/1.  There were 83 Associate Clubs in June 1998.  Currently there are 90.  Four Clubs demised: Northwest Tennessee, Calusa - FL, Toledo Bend -LA, and Mountain Valley - CO.  Eleven new Clubs were added:

No Frills HRC
Muskoka Ont.


Trail of Tears HRC
Millersville, MO

Leaf River HRC
Taylorsville, MS


Backwoods HRC

Fort Mill, SC

Bayou HRC
Houma, LA


Roadrunner HRC

Los Alamos, NM


Bryan-College Station RC
College Station, TX
Whistling Wings HRC
Redmond, WA


Tidewater HRC
Richmond, VA


Mossy Oak HRC

West Point, MS


Hurricane Lake HRC
Searcy, AR


Hurricane Lake & Mossy Oak have submitted their Constitutions and By Laws but have not yet been officially approved.

G) PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Public Relations Committee Chairman, Marty Davis reported the purpose of the Public Relations Committee is to provide Regional newsworthy information for the Hunting Retriever Magazine, to provide and expand communications within the Region and to assist in directing questions or comments to the appropriate persons. The Committee is working on designing and obtaining traveling HRC displays for use by Clubs as well as HRC to use at area shows.  They are hoping to finalize a new member package.  He asked the Board for assistance in submitting articles, reports and other information.  He expressed appreciation to Vicki Rand, Editor of the Hunting Retriever magazine for her assistance and patience with the Public Relations Committee.
H) RUNNING RULES COMMITTEE - Bob Brundrett, Chairman of the Running Rules Committee, reported on the Running Rules Committee meeting on Friday, June 11.  Nine of the 11 members were present at the meeting.   The proposals were reviewed and 6 of them are actually Running Rules proposals.

1. No illicit or illegal drugs shall be allowed and /or consumed on the hunt grounds.

2. The handler shall not USE any training aid to intimidate the hunting retriever; e.g., whip, prod, cane, quirt, dummy, weighted or shock collars, or other similar equipment ON THE HUNT GROUNDS.

3. NEW - There shall be no training of dogs on the grounds of the hunt test.  Training, for the purpose of this section, shall be defined as any activity designed to strengthen or improve a dog's abilities or knowledge. 

4. Change - The Seasoned land blind retrieve maximum test distance will not exceed 60 yards.

5. Change - The Upland Game Test shall consist of a simulated walk-up hunt, a quartering test and an optional tracking test.

6. NEW - Tracking. If a drag scented path is used by the judges, it should not be less than 49 yards in length or more than 7 5 yards in length.  It should also contain at least one distinguishable change in direction.

The Chairman will send copies of the full proposals to the Regional Reps and each Club President within 30 days of the National Meeting.

I WEBSITE COMMITTEE - Shawn Shreves, Webmaster reported that the Website is to provide a vehicle for distributing information to members of HRC and potential new members interested in joining.  The site is designed to compliment the other resources that are available, such as the Hunting Retriever Magazine and other publications of HRC & UKC.  The ability to post information immediately is one of the most beneficial attributes of having the Website in addition to using the Website to download documents, forms, etc. is extremely economical.  The site will continue to include a calendar of events; national, regional and local officers; Club listings, which also includes a map of the locations of all of the Clubs.    Litter listings and other advertising that are in the Hunting Retriever Magazine may also be listed on the Website.   A final retrieve listing will be included on the site with a donation to the HRC Foundation.  He discussed the need for any information being sent to him be in word.doc table format.  Updates or corrections to the Website should be sent to the Administrative Secretary who will forward the information to the Webmaster.  Local Club Websites can be hot linked from the HRC Website when such information is submitted to the Administrative Secretary.  E-mail accounts for the National Officers will be utilized.  Since January 1, the site has received about 4,000 hits with approximately 600 of them being during the week that the Texas Grand was reported with daily updates.

V.  REPORTS OF OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT:  President Stritzinger thanked Carol Freeman for serving as National Meeting Coordinator.  He reported on the following:

UKC/HRC MEETING - President Stritzinger and Vice President, Stelly attended a meeting at UKC in April 1999.   Among items discussed were a Focus On column for the magazine spotlighting questions and responses from HRC members; James Spencer will no longer be writing for the HR magazine, but arrangements to get Andy Attar to write for the magazine are underway.  There was discussion regarding all participants in HRC events be members of HRC; discussion regarding use of live birds; and the inability of UKC to place the UH title after the HRCH or GRHRCH.

GRAND HUNTS - He attended the 1998 Spring Grand in Canada, the 1998 Fall Grand in Rend Lake, and the 1999 Spring Grand in Texas.  He spoke complimentary of each and stated that due to the large number of entries being received adjustments are underway in regard to shortening the time frame of the Grand Hunts.

He expressed his pleasure in making such good friends while serving as President.   The people of HRC made his term of office a true pleasure.

The Executive Committee has accomplished numerous goals: increasing the number of Clubs from 45 to 90; addition of the new Administrative Secretary; formation of the 500/1000 point club; elimination of the $5 judges test fee; changed the Judges Test requirement to every 3 years instead of 2; appointment of Omar Driskill as UKC/HRC National Ambassador; provided for HRC's representation coordinated by Lew Dawson, at the Ducks Unlimited Expositions; introduced the Judges Corner and training concepts by the Lyons in the HR Magazine; formation of the Memorial Program with reporting in the Magazine; rearranged the Regions, initiated the National Grand Hunts; held the first Grand Hunt outside the US; appointed the first female Field Representative; reintroduced the Public Relations Committee;  initiated the National Sponsors Committee; increased the numbers of dogs run at the Hunts; formed the Grand Hunt Blue Ribbon Panel; made major improvements in the Judges Seminar;  introduced the  scholarships and grants for the HRC Foundation; started HRC Website and more than doubled HRC's assets financially.  

He recognized and thanked Roger Davis, President of the HRC Foundation; C. Michael Davis, Sponsors Committee Chairman; Rod Smith, New Club Committee Chairman, John Tillema, New Club Committee.  Additionally, he thanked Tim Gibson, for the Judges Corner, helping at the Grand Hunts and for putting together the Judges Seminar; John Klomp, Chairman of the Grand Hunt Committee, Ernie Istre and Dan Hutchinson, Grand Hunt Committee, Field Representatives that served during his two terms. Ed Thibodeaux, Greg Moffatt, Phillip Freeman, Bobby Williams, Paul Ramponi, Mike Salzman, Mike Witt, Bill Rath, Mark Hundley, Steve Weinberg, Shane Fooks, Dale Flenthrope, Janet Kimbrough, Mark Hundley, Burt Moulton, Rodney House, Tim Boies.  He specifically thanked his wife, Jane Ellen.

He stated that several immediate challenges face HRC and the new Executive Committee - use of live birds, participants in tests being members of HRC; judges education; accommodating the growing numbers of Grand entries and idiosyncrasies in the rule book.  

VICE PRESIDENT: Vice President, Glenn J. Stelly, thanked the Board members for taking their time to be at the National Meeting.  Those attending their first National Meeting for the first time were recognized and welcomed.  He stated that HRC has some of the best hunting retrievers in the world and a round of applause was heard for the fine retrievers that are the reason for HRC's being.

During the past two years HRC has witnessed tremendous growth in membership and Clubs.  He recognized Rod Smith and Secretary Christopher for their work in these areas.   The numbers of retrievers participating in local and Grand hunts has increased dramatically.  The Field Representatives were thanked and recognized.  The number of female handlers has also increased and two ladies who recently passed the Grand hunts were recognized: Lora Neans and Sharon Dubard.  The HRC Foundation under the watchful eye of Roger Davis has grown from a mere concept to a grant and scholarship awarding organization bettering the future of our Retrievers, Members and members families.  The contributions to the Memorial program pay tribute to deceased retrievers, members and members families.  Positive growth has occurred in our National Sponsors from Purina and Sparkletts to add Tri Tronics and Mossy Oak - C. Michael Davis was recognized for his good work.  The Public Relations committee has effectuated greater communications within the organization.  Diana has done a wonderful job with the finances.  The evolution to an Administrative Secretary, who offers a complete office to handle the administration and business of HRC, is another positive sign of the growth of our organization.   These examples of growth give a very positive outlook for the future of HRC.

One of the highlights of his service during the past year was the privilege of judging the new Whistling Wings HRC club in Redmond, Washington.  He relayed complimentary remarks from a handler there that ran and passed an FC/AFC.     These remarks further emphasized the fact that HRC succeeds in testing dogs in true to life hunting situations. Vice President Stelly thanked the membership for allowing him to serve as Vice President.

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY - Vice President Stelly updated the Board on the Administrative Secretary position.  Per the 1998 Board of Directors and under the direction of President Stritzinger a Planning Committee was appointed last summer consisting of Glenn J. Stelly, Cajun HRC; Bob Black, Luther Marsh HRC; Richard Davis, Central Florida HRC; Larry McMurry, Pin Oak HRC; John Wall, Austin HRC; Don Williams, St. Clair Flats HRC and Diana Peacock, Michigan HRC and HRC Treasurer. After 12 months of research the Committee recommended HRC hire a full time Administrative Secretary.  In an effort to not burden the current monies of HRC, it was recommended that a dues increase of $5 and additional $2 per entry run be implemented.  The $5 dues increase was instituted on January 1, 1999 with $2.50 of the increase going each to HRC and UKC.  The per-entry fee was actually only increased by $1.25.    The committee recommended that the Administrative Secretary is prohibited from serving as a National Officer, therefore no National Officer can be compensated for services.   The Administrative Secretary will prepare a policy and procedures manual to allow the HRC Secretary to assume all duties and responsibilities in the absence of someone in that position.  The Committee recommended the temporary hiring of Claudene Christopher at $1,250 per month and $500 a month for use of her computer and office equipment until a full time Administrative Secretary can be hired on a mutually acceptable contract.

SECRETARY:  Secretary Christopher expressed appreciation to Eileen Ramponi, Carol Freeman, and Kathy Gibson for assisting with registration. She reviewed the items in the Directors notebooks; Annual Meeting Program, Purina Order form, Winchester order form, Club charter, Club Map and Presidents information list; Memorial / Honor Program contribution form and meal tickets.  She provided a notebook for listing current members e-mail addresses and Clubs Website addresses for update. 

500 / 1000 CLUBS - Secretary Christopher reviewed the accounting process used in qualifying for membership in the 500 / 1000 Club Programs.  She reported that in 1998 there were 72 members of the 500/1000 Clubs and currently there are 98.  88 are 500 Club Members and 10 are 1000 Club Members.  The highest point Retriever is GRHRCH Shoup's Abby Gale owned by Bruce Shoup with an amazing 1, 765 Championship Points.   The other 1,000 point Club members are:

GRHRCH MISSY HOLLOWDALE AUTREY owned by BILL AUTREY

GRHRCH ROGUE RIVER CHARGER owned by BRYAN MAXWELL

GRHRCH ROUX'S ATCHAFALAYA CHIEF owned by C. MARK HUNDLEY 

GRHRCH SUPER SHOOTER OF ONTARIO owned by BRIAN J. SZCZECH  

GRHRCH SWEET CHILD O MINE owned by BARRY LYONS

GRHRCH VEDGE'S SHOOTING STAR owned by GLENN J. STELLY 

GRHRCH WINDSOX RUNNIN RAIDER owned by DAVID DOCKENDORF 

GRHRCH WINDSOX WILLIE DO-IT owned by DAVID DOCKENDORF

HRCH RARIN'-TO-GO'S WILD CARD owned by BRYAN MAXWELL 

Of the 98 members, 94 are Labrador Retrievers - 4 are Golden Retrievers.  There are 65 Black Labradors - 41 Male and 24 female.  There are 10 Chocolate - 9 male & 1 F.  There are 19 Yellow - 12 male and 7 Females.  The 4 Golden Retriever members are males.  The youngest 500 Club member is HRCH Wendy & Honkers Norie' Hope, owned by George & Mildred Jolly of Pineville, LA.  She announced that ten jackets would be presented during the National Meeting Banquet.

POLICY & PROCEDURES MANUAL: She reported that she has prepared new Policy & Procedures Manuals for the incoming Executive Committee members and has placed a copy of the Manual on display for the Board Members to review during the meeting.

 ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY REPORTS - A monthly Administrative Secretary's report is provided to the Executive Committee members by the Administrative Secretary.  Copies of the reports were made available for review by the Board during the meeting.

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES - Secretary Christopher provided copies of all of the Board of Directors Minutes of HRC back to inception along with the original Constitution, By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation to the HRC President for safekeeping in 1996.  The President's Board of Directors Minutes Notebook will be passed to the new President, the originals documents Notebook will be passed to the new Secretary and the Administrative Secretary will make an additional set for herself for reference. 

MEMORIAL / HONOR PROGRAM: Lora Neans from Austin HRC, who provided the idea for the HRC Memorial Program was asked to stand and received a round of applause.  Secretary Christopher reported that 1997 had 39 contributions totaling $1,695; 1998 had 38 contributing $1,675 and 1999 had 91, totaling $3,083.  All contributions to the Program go to the HRC Foundation to further its good work in awarding grants to various Colleges and Universities for canine medical research and for the annual scholarships for higher education to HRC members & dependents and are tax deductible.

A listing of contributors since the last National Meeting is printed in the official program.  She announced three additional contributions that came in after the program was printed: To: Scott & Jan Tucker   M - HRCH Tucker's Sir Jake's Angus, from Old South HRC;  To: Bob Friedrich  M - HRCH Bradley Tobias Jagdt Hund, from Ponchatrain HRC & To: Wilfred McAnespy    M - HRCH Mac's Black Bougeau MH, from Poncatrain HRC.  Old South HRC was recognized for their second annual generous contribution remembering and honoring Club members Retrievers.  The HRC Green Book, the permanent record of the Memorial Program, which is displayed at the Grand Hunts, was placed on display at the National Meeting for review.

Secretary Christopher thanked the Executive Committee, Committee members, Field Representatives and President Stritzinger's wife, Jane Ellen for their support and assistance for the past 6 years.  She stated that HRC has grown from a young organization to a mature, credible, professional and effective one.  The quality of dog work, tests and judging is astonishing.  It is very evident that the HRC program works and we will continue to grow and be effective in training and breeding better and more efficient hunting retrievers, if we hold true to our founding principle - conceived by hunters for hunters.

VI.  OTHER REPORTS:
A)  UNITED KENNEL CLUB, INC.: Michelle O’Malley-Morgan, Manager, Multi-Breed Field Operations was introduced.  She expressed regrets from UKC President, Fred Miller for not being able to attend due to illness.  She discussed the UKC pedigrees, which included a 7-generation pedigree with over 200 ancestors.   She reported that sadly due to her husbands job relocation Marti Goodall has left UKC and that Robyn Pierce will be assuming Marti's position.

UKC has arranged for Outdoor Life Network to film the 1999 Fall Grand in Illinois.  It will be televised on a future date.  OLN as also expressed interest in filming a regular licensed hunt.  OLN is in 18 million homes.

Vicki Rand, managing editor of the magazine asked that thanks be forward to the Public Relations Committee.  She reminded that the Stud dog edition will be the August/September issue and that forms are available on the registration table.  

Mrs. Morgan stated that the member's forum on Friday was very successful and informative.  There are a lot of avenues for the Clubs to help each other with ideas on fund raising, Club activities, etc. and she encouraged the Clubs to communicate with each other.  She provided scheduling date weekends report as well as hunt licensing guidelines.

She thanked the Executive Committee for their close working relationship and answered various questions from the members.

B)  NATIONAL UKC/HRC AMBASSADOR: President Stritzinger introduced National Ambassador Omar Driskill.  Mr. Driskill stated that he normally does not speak at the National Meetings, but felt compelled to speak today.  There are currently two lifetime members of HRC, Bill Tarrant and himself.  He stated that there are 5 special people who have contributed greatly to HRC and have made HRC their life - he asked that Pete Stritzinger, Claudene Christopher, Dale Flenthrope, Tim Gibson and Ed Thibodeaux come to the front of the assembly.    He stated that due to Robert's Rules of Order he can not bring a motion under New Business but asked that an eligible Director move that each become a lifetime honorary member of HRC.  He spoke briefly about the contributions of each of the individuals and they received applause from the Directors.

Mike Witt moved for a recess at 12:10 p.m.  Phillip Freeman seconded the motion, which carried.

President Stritzinger called the meeting back to order at 1:10 p.m.

VII.   OLD BUSINESS: None

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS: 

· DOG FOOD IN CANADA - Don Williams, addressed the subject of Canada Clubs not being able to receive the Purina Hunt Support.  President Stritzinger stated that he would write a letter to Purina with copies to the Canadian Clubs requesting assistance in getting the Purina dog food to the Canadian Clubs.

· HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS - Joe Ratliff, North Louisiana HRC, moved that Pete Stritzinger be made an honorary member of HRC.  Phillip Freeman seconded the motion that carried unanimously.  Joe Ratliff moved that Claudene Christopher be made an honorary member of HRC.  Bob Friedrich seconded the motion that carried unanimously.  Joe Ratliff moved that Dale Flenthrope be made an honorary member of HRC.  Keith Westberry seconded the motion that carried unanimously.  Joe Ratliff moved that Tim Gibson be made an honorary member of HRC.  Larry Larson seconded the motion that carried unanimously.  Joe Ratliff moved that Ed Thibodeaux be made an honorary member of HRC.  Sharon Dubard seconded the motion that carried unanimously.  Per a Constitutional requirement, an additional secret ballot vote was held regarding honorary memberships for Pete Stritzinger, Claudene Christopher, Dale Flenthrope, Ed Thibodeaux, and Tim Gibson.  Vote was held - 56 for 0 against, carried unanimously.

· JUDGES CORNER ARTICLES - Bob Friedrich requested that the prior Judges Corner articles be posted on the Website.  Tim Gibson stated that he would attempt to put them up on the Website.

· PROCLIMATIONS OF APPRECIATION - Bill Watson requested that proclamations of appreciation be issued to Andy Johnson and Marti Goodall from the Board of Directors.  President Stritzinger stated that Marti Goodall was presented with a beautiful plaque on behalf of HRC and that something can be done to express appreciation to Mr. Johnson.

· GRAND HUNT / RENAMING - Dana Giovannello requested that the name of the Grand Hunt be renamed the Grand National Hunt.  Secretary Christopher asked that the motion be modified to HRC International Grand Hunt.  Mr. Giovannello declined to amend his motion.  Keith Westberry seconded the motion.  Vote was held - 4 for/52 against - motion FAILED.

Claudene Christopher moved that the Grand Hunt now be known as the HRC International Grand Hunt.  Larry Larson seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was held - 32 for/7 against - PASSED.

· GRAND PASS - NOT ELIGIBLE - Bob Friedrich addressed a dog passing the Grand, but did not have the required points for its HRCH.  Mr. Friedrich moved that an exception be made to award the pass to the dog.  Discussion was heard.  Mrs. Morgan/UKC addressed the subject.  The motion was withdrawn, as HRC has no jurisdiction in awarding titles or points.

Roger Davis recommended that the Grand Hunt Secretary do a last minute check on all HRCH prior to the Grand Hunt.   Discussion was heard.   No formal action was taken.

· RULES COMMITTEE CUTOFF DATE - Pete Spangler moved that the Running Rules Committee Charter deadline for submitting rules changes be moved from February 1 back to December 1 of the years the rules are to be presented to the Board of directors.  Phillip Freeman seconded the motion. Discussion was heard.  Vote was held - 62 for/2 against - PASSED.

· REQUIREMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP BY HUNT PARTICIPANTS - Mike Witt moved that owners of dogs earning titles in HRC Hunts must be members of HRC.  Ken Seibert seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.   The motion was withdrawn, as HRC has no jurisdiction regarding the awarding of titles earned.

Ken Seibert, Kentucky HRC, moved that the local clubs not allow dogs owned by non HRC members to participate in Seasoned or Finished categories.  Scott Whitaker seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  The motion was withdrawn.

Rod Smith  moved that the President appoint a Committee to investigate and initiate a requirement for owners of dogs participating in HRC tests to be members of HRC.  Shawn Shreves seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was held - 41 for/0 against - PASSED unanimously.

· GRAND HUNT AS A SEPARATE CLUB - Larry Larson made a motion to discuss that the Grand Hunt becomes a member Club. Rod Smith seconded the motion. Discussion was heard.  Discussion was tabled.

· USE OF LIVE BIRDS - President Stritzinger moved that the following Policy & Procedure be adopted.  

"Upon careful thought and consideration it has been agreed to be in distaste to throw or launch live birds either by hand or by automated launching devices in UKC Licensed HRC events.  It is the desire of the Hunting Retriever Clubs that no live birds be used in UKC licensed HRC, events except for shot flyers and/or Upland Hunts.  This Policy shall prohibit the use of live birds in UKC licensed HRC events, except for shot flyers and/or Upland Hunts."

Claudene Christopher seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was held - 52 for/5 against - PASSED by 2/3.

· UPLAND TEST GUIDELINES COMMITTEE - Paul Ramponi moved that the HRC President appoint a Committee consisting of the Running Rules Committee members to formulate guidelines for conducting Upland Hunt Tests.   Pete Spangler seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was held - 56 for/0 against - PASSED unanimously.

· CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE RE: COMPENSATION TO OFFICERS;

 Submitted by: HRC Executive Committee and moved by Glenn Stelly

This is a proposed change to: ARTICLE III.  OFFICERS SECTION A. ELECTED OFFICERS of the HRC Constitution and By-Laws   Current Article Language:   None

Proposed Change: No elected officer shall be paid for his or her services other than for reimbursements.

Justification:  Elected Officers of the HRC Executive Committee should not be paid for their service to HRC.

Ken Seibert seconded the motion.  Vote was held - 60 for/0 against - PASSED unanimously

· POLICY TO ELIMINATE USE OF PIGEONS IN GRAND HUNTS - Mark Lanier moved to institute a policy to eliminate the use of pigeons except for flyaway in Grand Hunts.  Dan Negrin seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was held 11 for/45 against - FAILED.
· CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE RE: CLUB DUES DUE DATES;

Submitted by: HRC Executive Committee and moved by Claudene Christopher

This is a proposed change to: Article II. Dues of the HRC Constitution and By-Laws
Current Article Language:

"Annual dues for Associated Hunting Retriever Clubs will be determined by the Executive Committee.  The dues will be remitted to the Hunting Retriever Club, Inc. Treasurer by January 1, of that year. The Associated Club will be declared delinquent if dues are not paid by February 1, of that year.

Proposed Change: Current Article Language:

"Annual dues for Associated Hunting Retriever Clubs will be determined by the Executive Committee.  The dues will be remitted to the Hunting Retriever Club, Inc. Treasurer by June 1, of that year. The Associated Club not current on their Annual dues, will not be entitled to a vote at the National Meeting and will be declared delinquent if dues are not paid by September 1, of that year.

Don Williams seconded the motion.  Vote was held 59 for/0 against - PASSED unanimously.

· CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE RE: ARTICLE II. DUES OF THE HRC CONSTUTUTION AND BY-LAWS:

Submitted by: HRC Executive Committee and moved by Diana Peacock

Proposed change to: Article II. Dues of the HRC Constitution and By-Laws

Current Article Language: 
Dues for Members at Large and Individual Members of the Associated Clubs are $20.00.  Family memberships are $25.00.  Foreign Dues will be $25.00 and $30.00 respectively. Such dues are for twelve months beginning with the anniversary date of such payment.  Such dues can be changed annually by the United Kennel Club, Inc.  Members at large, Individual and family membership dues will be remitted directly to the United Kennel Club, Inc., who in turn will forward a minimum of $5.00 from each membership fee to the Treasurer of the Hunting Retriever Club, Inc., on a monthly basis".

Proposed Change: Current Article Language: 

HRC & UKC set dues for Members at Large and Individual Members of the Associated Clubs.  Such dues are for twelve months beginning with the anniversary date of receipt of such payment.  Such dues can be changed annually by the HRC and UKC.  Members at large, Individual and family membership dues will be remitted directly to the United Kennel Club, Inc., who in turn will forward a minimum of $7.50 from each membership fee to the Treasurer of the Hunting Retriever Club, Inc., on a monthly basis".


Glenn Stelly seconded the motion.  Discussion was heard.  Vote was held - 59 for/0 against - PASSED unanimously.

· GRAND HUNT SCORING CHANGES - Tim Gibson & Ernie Istre reviewed potential changes in the scoring procedures of the Grand Hunts.  The 3rd or 4th test will require a score of 3 points with a total of 7 points from 3rd and 4th to carry to the 5th series.  If entries continue at the large number recently experienced, the Grand Judges will be kept separated in order to run the 3rd and 4th series simultaneously. This will lessen the length of time of the Grand by 1 1/2 to 2 days.

IX ELECTION OF OFFICERS: President Stritzinger introduced Thomas Weeks, Chairman of the Nominating Committee.  Chairman Weeks announced candidate for the office of President, Glenn J. Stelly.  There being no other nominations, Chairman Weeks moved that Glenn J. Stelly be elected by acclimation.  Rod Smith seconded the motion that carried unanimously.

Chairman Weeks announced candidates for the office of Vice President: Jon Butler and Larry McMurry.  There were no further nominations.  Candidate's McMurry and Butler made addresses to the Board.  Eileen Ramponi, Lora Neans and Marty Davis assisted Secretary Christopher with distribution and counting of the ballots.  President Stritzinger announced that Larry McMurry was elected to the office of Vice President.

Chairman Weeks announced candidates for the office of Secretary: Kathy Gibson & Tanya Green.  There were no further nominations. Phillip Freeman moved that nominations close.  Sharon Dubard seconded the motion that carried unanimously.  Kathy Gibson addressed the assembly and Chairman Weeks read a statement from Tanya Green who was unable to attend.  Eileen Ramponi, Lora Neans and Marty Davis assisted Secretary Christopher with distribution and counting of the ballots.  Chairman Weeks announced that Kathy Gibson was elected to the office of Secretary.

Chairman Weeks announced candidates for the office of Treasurer: Robert Lewis and James Reichman. There were no further nominations.   The candidates addressed the assembly.  Rob Fetty moved that nominations close.  Phillip Freeman seconded the motion that carried unanimously. Eileen Ramponi, Lora Neans and Marty Davis assisted Secretary Christopher with distribution and counting of the ballots.  Chairman Weeks announced that Rob Lewis was elected to the office of Treasurer.

X. PRESENTATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - The Executive Committee presented appreciation plaques to: Running Rules Committees members David Cooper, Steve Huhn, Jim Hodges, Dana Giovannello, Bill Autrey, Mike Judas, Bob Brundrett, Pete Spangler, Keith Westberry, Rod Rombaurer Jr.; Carol Freeman, Chairman of the National Meeting Committee; Shawn Shreves, Webmaster; National Seminar Instructors Ed Thibodeaux and Tim Gibson; Marty Davis, Chairman of HRC Public Relations Committee; Dr. Rod Smith, New Club Committee Chairman; C. Michael Davis, National Sponsors Committee Chairman; Dan Hutchinson and Ernie Istre, HRC Grand Hunt Committee;  Omar Driskill, National Ambassador; and Michelle Morgan, Manager Multi-Breed Field Operations Manager.

XI.  ADJOURNMENT:


With no further business to come before the Board of Directors, Mike Witt moved the meeting adjourn.  Bobby Williams seconded the motion, which carried. The Meeting adjourned at 4:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________
Dated: __________________________

Claudene C. Christopher

Secretary

� Correction discovered & made by CC 3/29/01 with affirmation of Mr. Smith & Mr. Shreves.
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