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HUNTING RETRIEVER CLUB, INC.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Minutes of Meeting

June 7, 1997


The Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors of Hunting Retriever Club, Inc., was held on Saturday, June 7, 1997, at Henry VIII Hotel & Convention Center in St. Louis, Missouri.

I.  CALL TO ORDER: HRC President, Pete Stritzinger, called the meeting to order at 8:30 A.M.  He explained the Agenda of the Meeting and requested that any proposals to be presented under New Business be given to the Secretary in writing, during the break in order for them to be scheduled and recorded for the Minutes.


He read the Guidelines for the National Meeting as printed in the official program.  (Copy attached to original Minutes.)  John Klomp, Southern Colorado HRC, was introduced as Parliamentarian of the Meeting.


Introductions were made of the Executive Committee Members: Vice President, D. T. (Don) Ley, DVM; Secretary, Claudene Christopher; and Treasurer, Diana Peacock; Field Representatives: Paul Ramponi, Region 1; Shane Fooks, Region 2; Bill Rath, Region 3, Ed Thibodeaux, Region 4; Dale Flenthrope, Region 5; Tim Boies, Region 6; Mike Salzman, Region 7; Bobby Williams, Region 8; Phillip Freeman, Region 9; and Greg Moffatt, Region 10; Marti Goodall, United Kennel Club Field Operations and all Committee Members .

II.  ROLL CALL: Secretary Christopher called the roll and reported that of the 85 Eligible Votes; 33 were represented by Board Members; 11 by Elected Board Members, 26 by Proxy and 4 by the Executive Committee Officers for a total of 70 votes.  She announced a quorum present and a simple majority vote required.  (The Official Roll Call is attached to the original Minutes.)

III.  READING & APPROVAL OF 1996 MINUTES OF MEETING: Copies of the 1996 Annual Meeting were distributed to the Delegates. After a short recess to allow the Delegates to review the Minutes, President Stritzinger asked for any corrections or additions.  There being none, Phillip Freeman moved to approve the Minutes as written.   Larry Larson second the motion that carried.

IV.  FINANCIAL & COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A)  AUDIT COMMITTEE:  Laura Stockburger, Chairman of the 1997 Audit Committee reported:


“The Audit Committee, consisting of Laura Stockburger, Eileen Ramponi and Mike Witt, are members in good standing with Hunting Retriever Club, Inc. and were appointed by HRC President, Pete Stritzinger, for the purpose of auditing the books and accounts of the Treasurer prior to the Annual Meeting of June 7, 1997, and jointly make the following statement regarding their findings.


We have reviewed specific and general income and expense transactions for the fiscal year ending 5/31/97 and it is our opinion that all entries, accounts and other documentation are appropriate and correct as stated.”


Signed by Laura Stockburger, Eileen Ramponi and Mike Witt, dated June 6, 1997.  The original report is attached to the original minutes.  Laura Stockburger moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Bobby Williams second the motion that carried.

President Stritzinger thanked the Audit Committee members for their good work. 

B) TREASURER: Treasurer, Diana Peacock distributed detailed Financial Information Reports.  She thoroughly reviewed the reports and stated Total Liabilities and Equity of HRC, Inc. as of 5/31/96 is $66,189.68.


Treasurer Peacock additionally reviewed a statistical Report of retrievers entered in licensed hunts by region and the percentages of retrievers passing each category.  A copy of the Report is attached to the original minutes.

President Stritzinger thanked Treasurer Peacock for her good work.

C)  HUNTING RETRIEVER CLUB FOUNDATION, INC.: Roger Davis, President of the Hunting Retriever Club Foundation, Inc., reported that the Board of Directors of the HRC Foundation has approved some new grants and established a firm basis for future grants.  The foundation Board of Directors approved a $1,000 grant to the Animal Tumor Center at the Colorado State University Veterinary Teaching Hospital.  This research center is involved in cancer research and limb sparing techniques with their primary focus on canines.  Some of the results from this research are also used in similar research for children.

In addition, the Board of Directors also approved a scholarship program for HRC members and their dependents.  Four, $1,000 Scholarship Grants will be awarded in the spring of 1998 to applicants who are planning to attend college in the fall of 1998.  These applicants must be members of HRC or dependents of HRC Members, a Senior or High School graduate or a college student.  There are additional academic requirements to be met and then the applicants will be randomly selected from the qualified applications.

President Stritzinger thanked Mr. Davis for his good work on behalf of the Foundation and HRC.

D)  GRAND HUNT COMMITTEE: President Stritzinger announced that the 1997 Fall Grand will be held in Rend Lake, Illinois on October 21-24, 1997.   He also announced that a bid for the 1998 Spring Grand has been received from Region 10, Canada.

President Stritzinger introduced Mark Powell who gave an overview of the forthcoming 1997 Centennial Spring Grand in Colorado, June 24-27.  Entries are anticipated to be over 100 and the Grand Judges will be: Tim Boies, Bobby Williams, Paul Ramponi and W. H. 'Bill' Rath.

President Stritzinger recognized Don Ley who reported on the 1996 Fall Grand at Wayne Fitzgerald State Park near Benton, Illinois, October 22-24, 1997.  The Grand Judges were Bobby Williams, Jerry Day, Dale Flenthrope and Tim Boies.  A record number of 138 retrievers were entered and 22 successfully completed all five series.  Of those, 5 earned the Grand Hunting Retriever Champion title.   He congratulated: GR.HRCH RLK's Double R Junior, Owned and Handled by Stephen Duncan, Mt. Veron, IL; GR.HRCH Vedge's Shooting Star, Owned and handled by Glenn J. Stelly, Arnaudville, LA; GR.HRCH Mac's Southern Belle Pepper, Owned and handled by Larry McMurry, Little Rock, AR; GR.HRCH Atchafalaya Chief's Evnin Shade, Owned and handled by W. H. 'Bill' Rath, Scott, AR; and GR.HRCH Supi's Wildhearted Goose, Owned and Handled by D. T. 'Don' Ley DVM, Canon City, Co.  Total Grand Hunting Champions is 47.  The Clubs of Region 2 hosted this Grand, and appreciation was expressed to all of those people whose effort and dedication made the Hunt a success.

E)  NATIONAL SPONSORS COMMITTEE: Chairman, C. Michael Davis reported that negotiations are underway with several potential National sponsors.  Current National Sponsors or Exclusive Sponsors of HRC include: Ralston Purina Company, Sparkletts Water Company, Tri Tronics, Jones Trailer, Spanish Peaks Brewing Company and Days End.  He announced additions to the National Sponsors Committee of: K. Thomas Vaughn, Platte Valley HRC, Parker, CO and James Reichman, Central Louisiana HRC, of Alexandria, LA.  
Phillip Freeman moved acceptance of the Report.  Sharon Dubard second the motion that carried.
F)  NEW CLUB COMMITTEE: New Club Committee Chairman, John Tillema, reported the appointment of Rod Smith, Cajun HRC to the New Club Committee.  President Stritzinger will select other individuals within the next few months for the Committee.  These individuals will act as contact persons with the potential New Clubs and assist the Field Representatives and Public Relations Representatives, with follow-up to persons receiving New Club packages and assist, as necessary, in organizational meetings, membership drives, Preliminary Hunts, etc., and to generate a positive image for HRC.
Mr. Tillema also reported that HRC's master Insurance Policy has 43 clubs participating.  He urged all Clubs to participate in this program as their current insurance expires.
G)  PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE: Region 3 Committee Member, Marty Davis reported the purpose of the Public Relations Committee is to provide Regional newsworthy information for the Hunting Retriever Magazine, to provide and expand communications within the Region and to assist in directing questions or comments to the appropriate persons.  He asked the Board for the continued assistance from the Clubs in submitting articles, reports and other information.  He expressed appreciation to Vicki Rand, Editor of the Hunting Retriever magazine for her assistance and patience with the Public Relations Committee.
Jerry Coffey moved approval of the Report.  Glen Stelly second the motion that carried.
H) RUNNING RULES COMMITTEE: Bill Autrey, Chairman of the Running Rules Committee recognized the Committee members present: Steve Huhn, Tom Dew, Dana Giovannello, Jonama Allen and Neil Burrell.  He announced that the committee met on Friday and that the Rules Proposals will be mailed to the Clubs within 30 days of this meeting. 

Phillip Freeman moved for a recess at 10:15 a.m.  Fred LePenske second the motion that carried.

President Stritzinger called the meeting back to order at 10:30 a.m.

V.  REPORTS OF OFFICERS:
A)  PRESIDENT:  President Pete Stritzinger reported on his promised travel to each Region and his efforts to return all phone calls quickly and being assessable to every member of HRC.  He spoke on the existing Committees and those that were formed or expanded during the previous year and the progress they have made.  He thanked the Executive Committee members for their help and support. 

He announced that due to the significant growth of HRC Clubs, an additional Region will be added to Texas and that per the request of UKC, the present Regions will be renumbered to display a logical manner of assigning the Region numbers.  Presently, the new Region in Texas would be 11 and Region 10 is Canada, which is very confusing.

President Stritzinger announced the appointments of Neil Burrell, Don Spaulding, Rob Lewis, Mike Davis and Glenn Stelly to a special Committee to research the options for a better job description for the HRC Secretary.  He addressed the great number of responsibilities and resources that the Secretary is currently being expected to provide and stated that we have begun to outgrow some of our original interpretations of the Secretary's responsibilities.

He introduced all of the Field Representatives and expressed appreciation to each of them for the tremendous work that they do for HRC.  The Field Representatives are now asked to now judge more than 4 hunts per year and will not be judging in another region if there is a Licensed Hunt in their own region on the same date.  They are also asked to judge at least one Started and one Seasoned Test each year.

President Stritzinger announced the formation of 10 new Clubs during the past 12 months.  They are: Deep East Texas, Lufkin, TX, Eric Starnader, President; L'Anguille River HRC, Jonesboro, AR, Ryan Baker, President; MS Bama, Waynesboro, MS, Teddy Duvall, President; Oklahoma City HRC, Oklahoma City, OK, Kenneth Etter, President; Near North HRC, Markstay, Ontario Canada, Rick Laplante, President; Purchase Area HRC, West Kentucky, KY, Joe Eaton, President; Ark Valley HRC, La Junta, Co, Jeff Baylor, President; West Mississippi HRC, Vicksburg, MS, Tom Weeks, President; Midway HRC, Harrisburg, MO, David Greiwe, President; and Northeast Texas HRC, Longview, TX, Roy Mackey, President.   A goal of 93 Clubs by 1998 and over 100 by 1999 was announced.

He discussed the HRC Website and expressed appreciation to Shawn Shreves, President of Permian Basin HRC, and HRC Web Master for his work with the HRC Secretary in implementing the Website.

He addressed the need for continued focus in the next year to improve the judging seminars, obtain more consistency in the Grand Hunts, make a major drive for New Clubs, and obtaining commitments from new Sponsors.  However, the main objective should be to strengthen our chain of command to ensure that everyone is working together in order for HRC to be the best hunting retriever organization in the world.

B)  VICE PRESIDENT: Vice President, D. T. (Don) Ley, expressed his appreciation to the Executive Committee and to HRC.  He described a test scenario that he and 'Goose' had experienced at a Hunt test in 1986 which was virtually the same scenario that he and 'Goose' experienced at a Hunt test in April 1997.  He explained that although there have been many changes, the philosophy of HRC is as true today as it was in the beginning, Conceived by Hunters for Hunters.

Vice President Ley stated that his decision to not run for re-election was a very difficult one to make, however, with such excellent candidates as Glenn Stelly and Larry McMurry, the truly difficult decision would be to the Board to make the decision as to his replacement.

Vice President Ley received a standing ovation.

C)  SECRETARY:  Secretary Christopher reviewed the contents of the Board notebooks that included a Annual Meeting Program, Purina Product Request Form, Purina Ad Slick, Judges List, Apprentice Judges Listing Form, Hunt Assignments checklist and Hunt Approval Procedures and Hunt Duties documents. 

She explained that HRC, Inc. pays for the HR Magazine ad for Clubs that have HRC merchandise for sale.  Requests to market a particular product should be sent to the Secretary in writing.  Duplicate products are not approved to two different Clubs.  The letter of request must give a detailed description of the item and should also contain information as to pricing and ordering information.  

She reviewed the new HRC Website and offered for review, actual printouts of the information currently on the site.  The site is currently at www.xroadstx.com/HRC-UKC and will soon be up on it's own domain which will be www.HRC-UKC.com.  

Secretary Christopher stated that over 5,500 pieces of mail have been processed since the last National Meeting.  Among those were 46 New Club Packages.   The packages were sent (1 each) to: BC, CO, GA, IA, IN, KS, KY, MY, ME, MI, MN, NH, NM, OH, OK, OR, PA, SC, SD, TN, TX, WA, WI, and WY; 2 each to MT and ONT; 3 each to AL and AR; and 4 each to CA, MS, and MO.

As of the 1996 Annual Meeting, there were 72 Associate Clubs.  As of the 1997 Annual Meeting, there are 81 Associate Clubs.  One Club demised - Rio Grande HRC, El Paso, TX, which lost its core of Charter members due to military Transfers.  The ten new Clubs licensed over the last year include: Deep East Texas, Lufkin, TX; L'Anguille River HRC, Jonesboro, AR; MS Bama, Waynesboro, MS; Oklahoma City HRC, Oklahoma City, OK; President; Near North HRC, Markstay, Ontario Canada; Purchase Area HRC, West Kentucky, KY; Ark Valley HRC, La Junta, Co; West Mississippi HRC, Vicksburg, MS; Midway HRC, Harrisburg, MO; and Northeast Texas HRC, Longview, TX.

She reported that the Memorial Program which, over the last 12 months, has resulted in over $1,500 in contributions to the HRC Foundation, Inc.  39 persons have participated in the Program to date.

Secretary Christopher thanked the Executive Committee Members for their support and patience.  She ended her report with a special thought reminding everyone of what HRC does for its members.  She asked that those present take the time to get back to the line with a dog - and have fun.

VI.  OTHER REPORTS:
A)  UNITED KENNEL CLUB, INC.: Marti Goodall, Multi Breed Field Operations, expressed regrets from Fred Miller, UKC President, and Michelle O'Malley Morgan, that they were unable to attend the meeting but were busy getting ready for the UKC Centennial Celebration.  

She discussed the DNA-VIP Program and announced that PE Zoogen will once again provide a $1,500 prize to be divided among the owners of those retrievers who are DNV-VIP and pass the 1997 Fall Grand.  She also announced that the cost of the DNA testing has been reduced due to the tremendous response that the program has received.

The Public Relations Committee members were thanked and commended for their good work for the Hunting Retriever Magazine.

VII.  OLD BUSINESS: None

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS: 

· HRC LOGO REGISTRATION IN CANADA: Greg Moffatt asked that there be inquiry on registering the HRC Logo in Canada.  After discussion, it was determined that the HRC Logo is technically the property of Bill Tarrant, who has given HRC permission to use it.  C. Michael Davis will research the subject of registering it in Canada.

· RULEBOOKS: Phillip Freeman asked that the Clubs be allowed to order additional Rulebooks, free of charge, for use at the Clubs.  As printing costs have gone up considerably, it is no longer possible to obtain the Rulebooks free of charge.  HRC Clubs are permitted to reproduce portion of the Rulebook for HRC use, i.e. copy the sections relating to Started to put into the Judges notebooks at licensed Hunts.

· WRITTEN BALLOTS: Jonama Allen moved that in the event of more than one candidate for an office, that there be written ballots.  There being no discussion, Marty Davis second the motion that carried unanimously.

· SUSPENSION OF THE RULES: John Wall moved that in the event of only one candidate for an office, that the rules be suspended to allow for only one candidate for the office(s).  Jerry Coffey second the motion that carried unanimously.

IX.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS: President Stritzinger introduced Jerry Coffey, Chairman of the Nominating Committee.  Chairman Coffey announced candidate for the office of President, Pete Stritzinger.  He asked for additional nominations.  There being none, Bobby Williams moved that nominations close.  Marty Davis second the motion that carried. Chairman Coffey moved that Pete Stritzinger be elected by acclimation.  Jonama Allen second the motion that carried unanimously.

Chairman Coffey announced candidates for the office of Vice President: Glenn Stelly and Larry McMurry.  There being no further nominations.  Phillip Freeman moved that nominations close.  John Wall second the motion that carried unanimously.  Candidates McMurry and Stelly made addresses to the Board.  Eileen Ramponi and Louise Williams assisted the Secretary with distribution and counting of the ballots.  President Stritzinger announced that Glenn Stelly was elected to the office of Vice President.

Chairman Coffey announced candidate for the office of Secretary: Claudene Christopher.  There were no further nominations.  Larry Larson moved that nominations close and Claudene Christopher be elected by acclimation.  Sharon Dubard second the motion that carried unanimously.

Chairman Coffey announced candidate for office of Treasurer: Diana Peacock. There were no further nominations.   John Wall moved that nominations close and Diana Peacock be elected by acclimation.  Bill Watson second the motion that carried unanimously.

IX.  PRESENTATIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: In recognition for their efforts and dedication to HRC plaques were awarded to: Marti Goodall, Michelle O'Malley-Morgan and Fred Miller, UKC; Sarah Sooter, Ntl. Meeting Coordinator; John Tillema, New Club Coordinator; C. Michael Davis, National Sponsors Committee Chairman, Marti Tavernetti and Jerry Day, NSC members; John Klomp, Grand Hunt Committee Chairman, Mark Brown and Mark Hundley GHC Members;  Running Rules Committee Members, Steve Hahn, Don Bryant, Dana Giovanello, Bill Autrey, Chairman; Jonama Allen; Tom Dew, Neil Burrell, Bill Dumas, Julie Evans and Myles Edwards.  
X.  ADJOURNMENT:


With no further business to become before the Board of Directors, Bobby Williams, moved the Meeting adjourn.  Mike Allen second the motion that carried.  The Meeting adjourned at 12:15 P.M.

_____________________________________________
Dated: __________________________

Claudene C. Christopher

Secretary
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